Environmental Advisory Committee
Comité consultatif sur |’ environnement

Agenda 3
Ordredu jour 3

Tuesday, March 28, 2000 - 5:30 p.m.
Lemardi 28 mars 2000 - 17 h 30

Fuller Room, Terrace Level
Bytown Pavilion, City Hall

Salle Fuller, Niveau Terrasse
Pavillon Bytown, hétel deville

Ottawa



Adoption of Agenda
Adoption del’ordredu jour

Confirmation of Minutes
Ratification des proces-verbaux

Minutes 2 (February 22, 2000)

Procés-verbal 2 (Le 22 février 2000)

| ndex

| nformation Items
Articles pour information

1. Canadian Museum of Nature - Rideau River Biodiversity Project 1
Musée canadien de la nature - projet biodiversité delariviére Rideau
Ref.: CC2Z22000097 City Wide

2. UV RaysBulletin 7
Bulletin sur lesrayons UV
Ref.: CC222000098 City Wide

3. Urban Wildlife Workshop - April 12, 2000 11
Atelier sur lafaune urbaine - Le 12 avril 2000
Ref.: CC2Z22000099 City Wide

4, EAC - Reduction of Quorum - Update
CCE - Réduction de quorum - Mise-a-jour
Ref.: CC2Z2000100 City Wide

Action Items
Articles pour exécution

Unfinished Business
Questions inachevées
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5. Update - Queen’s Planning School Workshop (Kelly Mar sden)
Mise-a-jour - Atelier offert par I’école d’urbanisme de I’ université
Queen’s (Kelly Marsden)

Ref.: CC221999252 City Wide

6. Update - Environmental Bill of Rights Workshop (Lynne Bricker)
Miseajour - Atelier sur la Déclaration des droits en matiere
d’environnement (Lynne Bricker)

Ref.: CC222000047 City Wide

7. EAC - 1999-2000 Annual Report and 2001 Objectives - Update
CCE - 1999-2000 rapport annuel et les objectifs de 2001 - Mise-a-jour
Ref.: CC222000048 City Wide

New Business
Nouvelles questions

8. Transition period towards a new Municipal structure- Mr. John
Burke
Période de transition vresla nouvelle structure municipale - M. John
Burke
Ref.: CC2Z22000096 City Wide

Sub-Committees Report
Rapports des sous-comité

9. Sub-Committees
Sous-Comités
Ref.: CC221999187 City Wide

Circulation File
Dossier de circulation

10.  Research News - Carleton University - Volume 1 Number 2
Research News - Université Carleton - Volume 1 Numéro 2
Ref.: CC221999185 City Wide

Late ltems
Articlesenretard

13

17
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Other Business
Autres questions

Deadline for material to beincluded in the next agenda
Date limite de présentation des documents a inclure dansle prochain ordre
du jour

Should you wish to include an item on the next agenda, please submit the
information to the Assistant by Noon on Friday, April 7, 2000.

Si vous désirez gjouter un article au prochain ordre du jour, veuillez le faire
parvenir al’adjointe d’ici au vendredi 7 avril 2000, a midi.

Next Meeting
Prochaineréunion

The next regular meeting of the Committee wil take place on Tuesday, April 25,
2000, at 5:30 p.m., in the Fuller Room, Bytown Pavilion, Terrace Level, City Hall.

La prochaine réunion ordinaire du Comité auralieu le mardi le 25 avril 2000, a
17h30, dans la salle Fuller, pavillon Bytown, niveau terrasse, hotel de ville.

Members Reports- Enquiries

Rapports des membres - demandes de renseignements
Gary Ludington, Chairperson/Président

Adrienne Scott, Vice-Chairperson/Vice-présidente

Randy Allen

Marcos Alvarez

Lynne Bricker

Pierre Charest

Kent Currie

Michael Holliday
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Tim Marta

Non-Voting M ember
Membre sans droit de vote

Councillor/Conseillére Elisabeth Arnold
Adjournment

Levée dela séance
CAL
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Ottawa
March 22, 2000 CC222000097
(File: ACS1300)
Ward/Quartier
City Wide

1. Canadian Museum of Nature - Rideau River Biodiversity Project
Musée canadien de la nature - projet biodiversité delariviere Rideau
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February 2, 2000
Dear Biodiversity Project Communily Advisor,

As the final rescarch summer of the Rideau River Biodiversity Project approaches, we all
anxiously anticipate a wealth of new mformation on the familiar and not-so-familiar
plants and animals of our oid friend, the Rideau. Early indications are that many exciting
finds and new rich areas of biodiversity will be identificd by the specialists. The latest
Biodiversity Newsletter is attached for your information and enjoyment.

One of the most satisfying parts of the entire project for has been the overwhelming
support and commitment shown by people toward the river. As members of the
Community Advisory Groups which started way back 1n 1997, you know the amazing
trail we have traveled together to help make the scientists’ work as meaningful and as
usetul to as many people in the Valley as possible. And the final cpisode 1s happening
right now. -

You will recall that a Working Group has been meeting since last summer to build a
framework for a standing committee that would take care of the Rideau after the
Biodiversity Project itself is formally over. That Working Group, made up of CAG
members and other community leaders, is in the final stages of establishing the new
standing commuttee called The Community Round Table on Rideau River Biodiversity.
Most of us call it simply the Round Table.

Its job is to be the community action platform for any type of biodiversity-friendly work
needed between Ottawa and Smiths Falls. Our major road map will be the final report of
the CMN scientists but there is a wide range of other studics already completed
(including some by our community partners) indicating some community work sites and
tasks that could be undertaken right away. The Round Table will develop a community
action plan on Biodiversity and help fundraise for the materials necessary to accomplish
the work. Manpower and volunteer labour from the groups represented aronnd the Table
will be the main source of muscle. The driving force in that work will be habitat
protection and enhancement, or as Dr. Claude Renaud so aptly put it, *...build it and
poBox 3443 stNo  they (the specics) will come.”
OTTAWA ON K1P 6P4
canaoa  The CAG process was meant to last for three years while the scientists went about their
research on the river. Now that is winding down and so is the function of the CAGs.
They are to be phased out as the scientists start the final push for information and the
focus of the community activity shifls lo biodiversity action planning through the
Community Round Table,

CANADA A2

€P 3443 succ D

COTTAWA ON K1P &P3
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In other words, the job of the CA(s has been accomplished. From many points of view,
those long, cold drives to church basements, community centres and municipal offices all
along the niver have resulted in a better Biodiversity Project and better chance of
protecting and enhancing the Rideau’s biodiversity than if we had not done it. In fact, we
think it 1s fair to say that such a collaborative endeavour between the normally publicity-
shy scientists and an enthusiastic and sometimes outspoken public has been very
cffcctive. We know also that everyone has found the results and the experience to be
rewarding both personally and professionally.

To mark the successful completion of the task, we are having a final Joint CAG Meeting
(celebration!) on Thursday, March 30, at 7 p.m. in the RVCA Boardroom in Manotick.
Updates, meeting old friends, viewing of the Biodiversity video, wine and cheese are all
on the agenda and we hope you can join us.

The first meeting of the new Community Round Table on Rideau River Biodiversity is
scheduled for April, 2000 which will truly mark the turning of the page and on to the next
chapter in biodiversity protection on the river.

We are honoured that you chose to participate in the Rideau River Biodiversity Project.
We hope that you will continue to be a Biodiversity Ambassador in your work and leisure
along the Rideau. We will to keep you informed of new developments and information
about Rideau River biodiversity as this becomes available.

Thanks again. You’ve made us all very proud.

Sincerely,

s B x\w\%\/

Charles Billington
nvironmental Specialist Director, Community Relations
Canadian Museum of Nature Rideau Valley Conservation Authority

Encl. Biodiversily Newsletter Winter 2000
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Winter 2000

Dear Members,

It is our pleasure to provide you with a copy of Ridean Biodzersity which is the official
newsletter of the Rideau River Biodiversity Project. This newsletter is brought to you by the
Canadian Muscum of Nature, the Rideau Valley Conservation Authonity, and our invaluable
COIMINUIITY Partners.

Should you wish additional copies of this newsletter, please feel free to contact Lory
Beaudon, Canadian Museum of Nature, ar the following telephone number: (613) 364-4033
or by fax at (613) 364-4021.

Hiver 2000

Chers membres,

Tl est notre plaisir de vous fournir une copie de budletin de la biodiversité de la vivicre Ridean, le
bulletin official du project biodiversité de la riviére Rideau. Ce bulletin est apporté & vous par
le Musée canadien de la nature, Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, et nos associés de la
communaute.

Si vous souhaitez les copies supplémentaires de ce bulletin, sentez-vous s'il vous
plaft libre pour entrer en contact avec Lory Beaudoin, musée canadien de
nature, au numéro de téléphone suivant: (613) 364-4033 ou par fax (613} a 364-4021.
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The Official

Newsletter

of the Rideau River

Issug 2 —Winter 2000

Bio

Native Clams at Risk!

Native clams (also called freshwater mussels) are
the Rideau's most at risk group of animals. Research
results to date show that mussels are in dramatic
decline in some sections of the river. Clams have
been extirpated (wiped-out} frorm some areas,
especially downstream of Manotick. Some Rideau
clam species were on the decline before the
introduction of zebra mussel in 1990. However, since
then, the explosive growth of zebra mussel
populations has had a severe impact on native clam
populations. Zebra mussels are moving upstrcam,
and are now found in the Rideau Lakes district. Help
protect native clams: avoid disturbing their natural
habitat; collect only empty clam shells; examine live
animals in their natural habitat, and return them to
their original location. Call Jackie Madill at 566-4786
to help with musscl rescarch next summer.

Minnows Rediscovered

In a dogged piece of detective work, fish scientists
Anne Phelps and Claude Renaud have found 2 of
the 10 "lost” species of minnows not seen in the
Rideau for the past 3 years. Using smali seine nets,
minnow traps and electro-fishing, the researchers
found the rosyface shiner and the mimic shiner by
sampling in Rideau tributaries, including the Jock
River, Kemptville Creek and Stevens Creek. There is
still no sign of the other 8 missing species including
the brassy minnow, the castern silvery minnow and
the peart dace. The search continues.

Pea-green Water

The Rideau's sometimes pea-green colour is the
result of microscopic plants growing in the water,
The more microscopic plants (or phytoplankion)
present, the greener the water. What causes the

growth of these
ricroscopic plants? The
answer is fertilizer, and 7
more specifically to the Rideau, the chemical
nutrient phosphorus. Phasphorus runs into the river
from many sources including storm water, farm
runoff and natural soil seepage. As the chart shows
(below), the amount of phosphorus in the Rideau
increases as you travel downstream towards
Ottawa. Note that the greatest increase in
phosphorus is from Burritts Rapids to Manotick.
How can we reduce the growth of microscopic
plants and hence the greenish water colour? The
answer is to reduce the amount of phasphorus
entering the waterway.

Worid’s Smallest Plant

The world's smallest flowering plant, Woiffia, is alive
and well in the Rideau. In fact, the Rideau boasts
two types of Wolffia, commonly known as
watcrmeal. Both are native to the area, although
they are near the northern edge of their natural
ranges. Wolffia occurs throughout the system,
including the Baxter Conservation Area ncar Kars,
in the vicinity of Kilmarnock and Merrickville, as well
as in downtown Ottawa at Billing’s Bridge. They
prefer river edges or slow moving backwaters
where they serve as part of duck and fish diets.
While most aquatic plants have filamentous leaves
to facilitate the absorption of nutrients and gases,
the watermeals’ survival strategy is to be very
small. A handful of these floating plants would
easily number over a thousand individuals. This
diminutive nature allows for the easy absorption of
nutrients, and exchange of life gases, directly from
the water 1o all parts of the plant.

Rideau River
August 3-5, 1999
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‘;deau & Micro-toxins

The Rideau is drawing atlention as the living
laboratory for the Biodiversity Project, but it has
already entered the scientific hislory books for its
contribution to the discovery of aquatic micro-
toxins. In the early 1970s, the National Research
Council used Rideau water samples to make the
first ever link betwesn a microscopic plant and the
toxin it produces. The microscopic plant is catled
Micracystis, its toxin microcystin, and is believed to
be a factor in people and animals getting sick after
using water during outbreaks of this plankton. Many
other species of plants around the world are now
known to produce micro-toxins, a fact that owes its
source to research on the Rideau.

Bullfrogs Bouncing Back?

The large size of some captured bullfrogs this
summer is very encouraging. The largest, taken
from Big Rideau Lake, was 171 mm long (snout-to-
vent) and weighed 429 g. The large size indicates
that the official ban on the commercial harvest of
bulifrogs in Eastern Ontario may actually be
effective in allowing breeding adults to survive and
keep a leg up on the competition. This preliminary
evidence also raises the hope that personal
culinary harvest of frogs' legs is not having a severe
impact on local populations.

Wired Frogs

Thanks to student assistants from the Big Rideau
Lake Association this past summer, Francis Cook
did an intensive sampling and mark-release of frogs
in the Portland, Macdonalds island and Port
Elmsley areas. Six hundred frogs of 3 species were
measured, weighed and marked, 205 of the largest
with microchips, and 385 by the traditional toe-
clipping method. Only 23 recaptures were made
this year indicating either substantial numbers of
frogs, significant movement, or both. The microchip
marking pilot project seems to be a success.
Recaptures next year could cause our knowledge
of frags to increase by leaps and bounds.

Under Qur Noses

We don't have to go far to enjoy the best of Rideau
nature. Scientists have discovered that some urban
stretches of the Rideau, such as the Billings Bridge
area in QOttawa, arc home to some of the river's
richest variety of plants and animals. We're not sure
why this area is so biologically diverse, but it may
be because it has many different habitats: deep
and shallow areas; fast and slow moving arcas;
bays etc. Who would have guessed we would find
muskie, sculpin (a bottom-feeding fish with large
fins), and the freshwater drum (a fish with large, flat
teeth for crushing mussel shells-it eats zebra
mussels) living within city limits? Similarly, the
Kilmarnock area and the famous Smiths Falls Swale

are recognized as areas of outstanding habitat
and biodiversity

The Age of Aquariums

Last summer, Biodiversity Project scientists received
an oscar — no, not an Academy Award; rather, an
exotic fish caught from the Rideau Canal. Oscars are
native to the Amazon Basin in South America and
sold as aguarium fish in Canada. Unfortunately,
these colourful pets are sometimos flushed down the
toilet, or released into waterways. Although we don't
know if oscars can reproduce irt our chilly northern
waters, we do know that other exotics, such as zsbra
musscls, have made themselves right at home here.
This is a concern because exotic species can harm
or wipe out local species by competing for food and
spreading new diseases. Help us prevent the
invasion of exotic species. Wash your boat when
moving it from one lake to ancther. Dump your
aquarium wastewater and bait fish on land rather
than flushing them down the toilet, or dumping them
into the river. If you have a pet fish you no longer
want, return it to the store where you purchased it.
Far more information and to report sightings, calt the
Invading Species Hotline at 1-800-563-7711.

Weeds Are Habitat Too!

Weeds get a bad rap. We love to hate them, whether
they're in our gardens or our lakes and rivers. But
water weeds — a.k.a. aguatic plants-play an
important role in the life of a river. They provide
habitat and food for animals such as snails, insects
and worms. These, in turn, make exccllent catches
tor fish, birds, frogs and turtles. Last summer,
scientists took samples at 6 locations along the
Rideau and identified that over 120 species of
invertebrates live and feed in the weed beds
Tracking these invertebrate animal populations over
space and time enables scientists to monitar the
candition of the river and keep a close aye on
intfroduced species whose populations might be
increasing, out-competing local animals.

Migratory Bird Study

The Canadian Wildlife Service counted migratory
waterfow! along the Rideau last spring and fall. The
marshy areas between Kemptville and Smiths Falls
boasted the highest number of birds and the
highest diversity of species. Researchers found
close to 20 species of waterfowl in this stretch of
river. These included, ring-necked ducks, lessor
scaups, common mergansers, wood ducks,
Canada geese, mallards and black ducks.
Researchers were surprised to discover that
although many birds feed in the Kilmarnock Island
area, they also use the small Rideau Bird Sanctuary
west of Merrickville as a staging area. This
protected area gives the birds a safe place to feed
and rest, especially during the fall hunting season.

Rideau River Biodiversity Project

“A Community Effort Bringing Science to the People and People lo the Science”

P ‘ Voot i FAIDEAU VALLEY Qur
] h .

o NA’I'[JRE CoN TION AUTHORITY invaluable
P.O. Box 3443, Station D Rax 539 i
Ottawa, Ontario Manotick, Ontario K4M 1AS cummumtv
613-566-4700 1-800-263-4433 613-692-3571 1-800-267-3504 pa““ers

www.nature.ca

www.rideauvalley.on.ca

Project funding from The EJLB Foundation is gratefuily acknowledged.
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Ottawa

March 22, 2000 CC222000098
(File: ACS1300)

Ward/Quartier
City Wide
2. UV RaysBulletin
Bulletin sur lesrayons UV
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Memo / Note de service

To / Destinataire March 2, 2000
Elected Representatives

From / Expéditeur NEAS5300/0203
Edward Robinson

Commissioner of Urban Planning and Public

Works

Department of Urban Planning and Public

Works

Subject / Objet: UV Rays Bulletin

Attached is a copy of the Spring 2000 City of Ottawa Sustainability Indicator Bulletin
dealing with UV radiation. This bulletin is somewhat different from its predecessors in that
it is more of a general information tool. It contains excellent information on the source and
impacts of UV rays, what we can do to reduce its harmful effects and how parents can
protect their children and themselves from UV radiation. This will be of particular interest
to students and parents at this time of year, especially with the March Break rapidly
approaching. We have made a special effort to circulate it to the schools in Ottawa, in the
hope they will be able to use it as part of their school’s science and/or environment
programs.

T

EW
OG:og
Attach.

c.c. John Burke
Chief Administrative Officer
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer

Y

".,-. 2 Ay .
[REN i gOttawa
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Environmental Advisory Committee (Agenda 3 - March 28, 2000)

Comité consultatif sur I'environnement (Ordre du jour 3 - Le 28 mars 2000)
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Ottawa
March 22, 2000 CC222000099
(File: ACS1300)
Ward/Quartier
City Wide

3. Urban Wildlife Workshop - April 12, 2000
Atelier sur lafauneurbaine- Le 12 avril 2000

Environmental Advisory Committee (Agenda 3 - March 28, 2000)
Comité consultatif sur I'environnement (Ordre du jour 3 - Le 28 mars 2000)
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Coordinated and Funded by: Urban Ecosystem Stewardship Council and Friends qt the Environment Faundation, with the cooperallon of,
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resourcas, Nationat Capital Commission, Ottawa Carleton Wildife Centre, Canadian Museum of Nature,
Canadian Wildiifs Federation, and Witd Bird Cara Centre.

WILSLIFE

in the city

April 12,2000

6:15—10:30 pm

An Urban
Wildlife Workshop

Canadian Museum of Nature
240 McLeod (corner of Metcalifer

ﬂ i 6:15 — 7:00 pm SOH
) » Browsing the Share Table | SERVICER AUX COHPTER ET Al RONSEI,

e {wildlife literature to buy and give awap) % N 2 % (’Z; :
FRIENDS . i .

of the 7:00 — 10:00 pm MAR 17 1EpRO — 10:30 pm

ENVIRONMENT > Gershon Rother, NCC: » Browsing the share table/networking

Foundation Moose, Deer and Bear |
e P 40 Minutes from Parliame] t Pﬂgcg VEﬁohié ;.&fu.s%ments will be served

" Proceedings to-t8 mailed o each partcpant

»  Donne Du Breul, Ortawa Carleton Wildlife Ceritre: Cost: $5.00 / person

Managing Conflict Between
Humans and Animals.

Pre-registration is advised ac

The Urban Ecosystem Stewardshia Council
(613) 692-0014 ext. [27

or 1-800-267-3504 exc. 127

»  Caston lessier, Canadion Wildiife Federntion:
Backyard Naturalization

»  Kethy Nihei, Witd Bird Care Centre:
West Nile to the Queensway:
Things that Hurt Birds

gy g
el dy l‘iuu“"‘

» Lesiie Howes, Ontario Ministry of Noturo! Resources:
Raccoon Rabies in Eastern Ontario

Environmental Advisory Committee (Agenda 3 - March 28, 2000)
Comité consultatif sur I'environnement (Ordre du jour 3 - Le 28 mars 2000)



,._ m-m‘? .‘ (\llltlé (éf ottawa 13

March 20, 2000 CC2Z2000096
(File: ACV1765/0110)

Ward/Quartier
City Wide

8. Transgtion period towardsa new municipal structure- Mr. John
Burke

Période de transition versla nouvelle structure municipale - M. John
Burke

Memo / Note de service

To/ Destinataire March 20, 2000
Chairpersons of al Advisory Committees

From / Expéditeur ACV1756/0110

Chairperson,
Loca Architectural Conservation Advisory
Committee

Subject / Objet:  Transition period towards a new municipal structure

The Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee would like to discuss issues
related to the transition towards a new municipal structure, particularly the role of Advisory
Committees during this period. The Committee has invited Mr. John Burke, Chief
Administrative Officer and would like to invite the Chairperson and/or a representative of all
Advisory Committees to attend the meeting.

This meeting will take place on Tuesday, April 4, 2000, at 6:00 p.m., in the Fuller Room.
Please advise the Assistant, Brenda Emond at 244-5300-1-3541 whether you will be

. .;; ;
1) 'City of
. v.'...%‘:, Ottawa
’!Aam ;
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attending the above-noted meeting by April 3.

The Loca Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee is looking forward to meeting

with you.
_C§1L26L4\J

Lucy Corbin
LChje

c.c Councillor Emard Chabot

I8 Gity of
i o “Ottawa
)

Comité consultatif sur I'environnement (Ordre du jour 3 - Le 28 mars 2000)
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Memo / Note de service

To/ Destinataire Le 20 mars 2000
Pésidents de tous les comités consultatifs

From / Expéditeur ACV1756/0110

Présidente, Comité consultatif local sur la
conservation de I’ architecture

Subject / Objet: Période de transition vers la nouvelle structure municipale

Le Comité consultatif local sur la conservation de |’ architecture souhaite discuter des
questions relatives a la transition vers la nouvelle structure municipale, en particulier du réle
des comités consultatifs au cours de cette période. A cette fin, le Comité ainvité M. John
Burke, directeur général, alui faire un exposé de la situation et il souhaite inviter le président
et (ou) un représentant de chacun des comités consultatifs a cette réunion.

Laréunion auralieu le mardi 4 avril 2000, a 18 h, dansla salle Fuller. Je vous prie
d’ informer I’ adjointe, Brenda Emond (244-5300, poste 1-3541), au plustard le 3 avril si
vous assisterez ou non alaréunion.

Le Comité consultatif local sur la conservation de |’ architecture espére vivement que vous
pourrez étre des notres a cette occasion.

M, locdrre

Lucy Corbin

LChje

c.c. Conseiller Emard-Chabot

A City of
LI S sOttawa
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Comité consultatif sur I'environnement (Ordre du jour 3 - Le 28 mars 2000)




Ottawa

May 17, 1999 CC221999187
(File: ACS1300)

Ward/Quartier
City Wide

9. Sub-Committees
Sous-Comités

Sub-Committee List
Liste des sous-comités

.1 Site Plansand Zoning Applications
Demandes de zonage et d’ approbation de plan d’ emplacement
K. Currie, T. Marta, M. Alvarez, (Need replacement for K. Marsden)

.2 RMOC/NCC/Regional EAC liaison
Liaison avec laMROC, la CCN et les CCE delarégion
M. Holliday, Need replacement for K. Marsden)

.3 Community Liaison
Liaison communautaire

4  Climate Change Control
Contr 6le des changements climatiques
L. Bricker

.5 Engineering & Works Status Report
Rapport d’ éape de Génie et travaux publics

.6 Mayor & Council Liaison
Liaison avec lemaire et le Consell
G. Ludington and A. Scott

.7 Greenspaces/Greenway
Espaces verts/Réseau de verdure
A. Scott

T C o Ottawa
a5
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.8 Community Pride Program
Programme de fierté civique
G. Ludington

.9 Pesticides/Pesticides
M. Holliday; P. Charest

Occasional/Occasionels.
.10 Environmental Achievement Award (January to May)
Prix de protection de I’environnement (janvier a mai)
G. Ludington, A. Scott and (Need replacement for K. Marsden)

11 Mayor’s Environmental Award
Prix du maire pour | environnement
M. Holliday and P.Charest

12 Administration (budget, annual report, etc)
Administration (budget, rapport annuel, etc)

13 City Budget
Budget dela Ville

Comité consultatif sur I'environnement (Ordre du jour 3 - Le 28 mars 2000)



