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Appeal by A. Todesco against the Regional Official Plan

Appel interjeté par A. Todesco contre le Plan directeur régional 

Information

Further to the memorandum from the Commissioner of Urban Planning and Public Works dated
October 28, 1998 addressed to the Mayor and Members of Council, this information report is
intended to advise members of Committee of the status of the appeal by Angela Todesco against
certain Regional Official Plan policies generally relating to transportation issues.  A copy of Ms.
Todesco’s appeal is attached as Document 1.

The Regional Official Plan, as originally drafted, provided that Regional Council would actively
participate with other levels of government to finalize the next crossing of the Ottawa River and
required protection of the approaches to the proposed Cumberland-Angers and Kettle Island
crossings, the latter being in the City of Ottawa opposite the north end of the Aviation Parkway.

On April 16, 1997, City Council approved a request to the Region for certain changes to the
draft Regional Plan and authorized the appeal of those affected policies should the changes not
be made.  One requested change was the deletion of the reference to protecting the Kettle Island
crossing.  This request was consistent with Council’s position taken on April 18, 1994 whereby,
in response to the JACPAT study of the Interprovincial Bridges, Council confirmed that it did
not support a new bridge in the City.

Regional Council, partly in response to the concerns raised by City Council and others, deleted
the reference to Kettle Island in its Official Plan adopted in July 1997 (see Policy attached as
Document 2).  Accordingly, no appeal to the Ontario Muncipal Board on this issue was required
on the part of the City of Ottawa but Ms. Todesco did appeal, among other things, the deletion
of the Kettle Island crossing.
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The Ontario Municipal Board has granted requests for party status to the following
organizations:

S New Edinburgh Community Alliance - in support of the Region
S Dalhousie Community Association - in support of the Region
S Hintonburg Community Association - in support of the Region
S Rideau Business Improvement Area Board of Management - in support of Ms. Todesco

The OMB hearing on this issue has been scheduled to commence on April 26, 1999 and will last
up to three weeks.  The New Edinburgh Community Alliance are on record as requesting the
City to actively oppose all portions of Ms. Todesco’s appeal while Ms. Todesco and the Rideau
Street Business Improvement Area Board of Management do not support any participation by
the City.

Unless otherwise directed by City Council, staff will not take any action to intervene in the OMB
hearing on behalf of the City.  Should Council direct staff to represent the City at the OMB
hearing relating to Ms. Todesco’s appeal, Council should also authorize the retention of a
planning/transportation consultant to present evidence to the Board on the City’s behalf given
Planning staff’s position outlined below.  The approximate costs of retaining such a consultant
would be between $25,000 to $30,000 .  

INPUT BY OTHER DEPARTMENTS

Kettle Island Bridge Crossing

Planning staff are not in a position to support the Region in the deletion of the Kettle Island
Bridge crossing since in the review of the recommended alternatives for future interprovincial
bridges in 1994, staff did not recommend that Council oppose this option.  Specifically, staff
indicated that the Kettle Island option had the potential to address issues surrounding goods and
services movement (truck movement) in the City of Ottawa.  Council’s subsequent position was
to indicate to the Joint Administrative Committee on Planning and Transportation (JACPAT)
that it did not support the protection of the Kettle Island Corridor for possible implementation
of a bridge in the long term.  Further, it was City Council’s position that the City not support a
new bridge in the City at all.  Consequently, Planning staff are of the opinion that they would not
be in a position to offer unqualified support before the OMB for City Council’s decision with
respect to the Kettle Island appeal.



3

Other Issues

With regards to the other issues contained in Ms. Todesco’s appeal, these are not matters that
the City appealed to the OMB, but are between a private citizen and the Regional Municipality.
Accordingly, it is considered inappropriate for the Planning Branch to become involved.

 

December 23, 1998 (1:12p) 

R. T. Leclair
Commissioner of Corporate Services

HNM:db

Contact: Hana Nader-Merhi - 244-5300 ext. 1-3579

List of Supporting Documentation

Document 1 Copy of Angela Todesco’s Appeal
Document 2 Regional Official Plan Policy 9.5.(9)
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Part II - Supporting Documentation

Document 1
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Document 2


