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FROM/EXP. Acting Medical Officer of Health

SUBJECT/OBJET ONTARIO REGULATION 567/90 -- IMMUNIZATION OF
DOMESTIC ANIMALS AGAINST RABIES

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

That the Community Services Committee recommend Council authorize the Health
Department to proceed with an application to the Ministry of Health to be included in
Ontario Regulation 567/90 which requires the mandatory vaccination of cats and dogs
against rabies.

BACKGROUND

In February 1995, the Ministry of Natural Resources requested that all jurisdictions in Ontario
develop a Raccoon Rabies Contingency Plan in order to prepare for the expected entrance of the
disease into Ontario.  Chaired by the Environmental Health Directorate of the Health Department,
a planning committee was established to develop a plan for Ottawa-Carleton.  That plan is now
complete.  The key components of the plan are prevention, detection, containment, education, and
communications.  See Annex A for details.

One of the strategies recommended in the plan is for Ottawa-Carleton to implement mandatory
rabies vaccination for all cats and dogs residing within the Region.  In order to require
vaccination, Regional Council must make a request to the Ministry of Health to be included in
Ontario Regulation 567/90.
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DISCUSSION

Incidence of Rabies

The incidence of animal rabies in Ottawa-Carleton has been very low over the past three years
with only one or two positive cases each year, primarily in bats, being reported.  This is largely
due to the first vaccination program implemented by the Ministry of Natural Resources.  Based on
American experience, it is believed that this situation could change drastically with the arrival of
raccoon rabies into Ontario and Ottawa-Carleton.  Raccoon rabies has been spreading through the
Eastern United States, moving northward at a rate of approximately 20 to 30 miles per year.  See
Annex B for a map of predicted spread patterns.  It is anticipated that it will arrive in Ottawa-
Carleton in 1998.  Due to the large number of raccoons living in urban areas, the risk of
exposure for both pets and people to the rabies virus will increase considerably.  In New
York City, after raccoon rabies started to penetrate the area, the number of persons receiving
post-exposure vaccine increased from 1,125 to 2,905 in one year.  There is also evidence of the
disease being spread to unvaccinated animals, including cats, dogs, rabbits, and farm animals.

Animal Bites

The Environmental Health Directorate currently investigates an average of 700 biting incidents a
year involving cats and dogs.  It is estimated that only 40 per cent of dogs and a smaller
percentage of cats receive their rabies vaccination.  Biting incidents resulted in 55 people being
given rabies vaccines in 1995 at a cost of between $240 and $440 per case.  There have been no
human cases of rabies for 30 years in Ottawa-Carleton.

Vaccination

Mandatory vaccination would be facilitated through the following activities which will be the
responsibility of the Health Department:

1. In cooperation with the Veterinary Association, organize low-cost vaccination clinics across
the Region on an annual basis in accordance with legislative requirements.

 
2. Ensure that provision is made for free vaccination for those truly not able to pay.
 
3. Advertise times and locations of clinics.
 
4. Assist in the operation of the clinics through the provision of administrative support.
 
5. Enforcement of the regulation in the context of complaints and bite investigations.  This will

be implemented in accordance with Ministry of Health recommendations.  SeeAnnex C.
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There would be some costs associated with advertising and staff time in establishing clinics.
Costs will be covered under the existing budget.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Consultation was accomplished through the Contingency Planning Committee.  Representatives
on the committee included the Veterinary Association, local municipal by-law officers, the
Humane Society, police forces, Agriculture Canada, Trappers Associations, Ministry of Natural
Resources, Ottawa-Carleton Wildlife Centre and the National Capital Commission.

CONCLUSION

Given the relatively low rates of vaccination for pets in Ottawa-Carleton and the additional risk of
human exposure to the rabies virus, which will be created when raccoon rabies reaches Ottawa-
Carleton, mandatory vaccination of cats and dogs against rabies is a necessary part of the
Raccoon Rabies Contingency plan.  It will reduce human exposure to rabies and help keep the
incidence of human rabies at zero.

Approved by
Geoff Dunkley
Acting Medical Officer of Health
































