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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF OTTAWA CARLETON REPORT

MUNICIPALITÉ RÉGIONALE D’OTTAWA CARLETON RAPPORT

Our File/N/Réf. 06 96 0155
Your File/V/Réf.

DATE 26 August 1996

TO/DEST. Co-ordinator
Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee

FROM/EXP. Regional Clerk

SUBJECT/OBJET GRANTS REQUEST OUTSIDE REGULAR GRANTS PROCESS:
B’NAI BRITH CANADA -
THE EMPEROR OF ATLANTIS OPERA

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee recommend Council
approve a grant request in the amount of $4,000 for the B’nai Brith’s Emperor of Atlantis
Opera, with the funds to be provided from the Provision for Unforeseen.

PURPOSE

This report presents a project grant request (Annex A) in the amount of $4,000 as a contribution
towards the production of the opera “The Emperor of Atlantis” at the National Arts Centre.

BACKGROUND

B’nai Brith Canada are producing the opera, “The Emperor of Atlantis” and a series of related
activities in Ottawa from October 13 to 24.  The overall program includes the production of the
opera as well as an educational art exhibit, lectures, and films screenings.  Organizers are working
with local school boards and educational institutions to relate the production to educational
curriculum.

The Emperor was composed by Viktor Ullmann in a Nazi concentration camp, Theresienstadt, in
1943.  The work is allegorical, denounces dictatorship, and chronicles events in Europe beginning
in 1924.  The work was rehearsed but never performed in the camp as it was prohibited by the
authorities.  Viktor Ullmann was sent to Auschwitz where he died in 1944.
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PANEL DISCUSSION

In accordance with the Grants Outside Budget Guideline, the application was reviewed by the
Regional Clerk to determine initial eligibility and subsequently considered by a recommendation
panel made up of Louise Crandall, Ottawa Tourism and Convention Authority; Luce Lavoie of
Information and Public Affairs; and Carol Sage, Manager, Arts Grants Program, RMOC.

The proposal is clear and well defined, presenting a professional approach to sponsorship,
promotion, public education and partnership.  There are several funding and presenting partners
plus a strong volunteer component.

This production of The Emperor of Atlantis is a coveted North American premiere which will
attract great audience interest and support.  The artistry of Victor Ullmann and the Austrian
ensemble Arbos is acknowledged internationally and undoubtedly will receive critical acclaim.

From the tourism industry point of view, the Opera will serve as an attraction for the large
number of visitors who are interested in cultural activities.  The October presentation dates are a
welcome addition to the visitors Calendar of Events.

The Region recently joined a common effort to market Ottawa as a world class, dynamic city.
The Opera will be well promoted and will receive considerable media attention.  Supporting a
major cultural event of this significance is consistent with the objective of promoting our area as
international and world class.

CONCLUSIONS - RECOMMENDATION PANEL

As this is a major project that will promote Ottawa-Carleton internationally, and creatively
highlights international human issues, the Panel recommends that B’nai Brith receive a grant in the
amount of $4,000.

CONSULTATION

A public consultation process is not applicable for individual grant requests.

Approved by
Mary Jo Woollam
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FINANCE DEPARMENT COMMENT

Funds are available from the general provision for unforeseen.

Approved by T. Fedec
on behalf of the Finance Commissioner
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