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REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF OTTAWA-CARLETON REPORT
MUNICIPALITÉ RÉGIONALE D’OTTAWA-CARLETON RAPPORT

 Our File/N/Réf. 03   06-97-0150
Your File/V/Réf.

DATE 02 September 1997

TO/DEST. Co-ordinator
Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee

FROM/EXP. Regional Clerk

SUBJECT/OBJET GRANTS REQUEST OUTSIDE REGULAR GRANTS PROCESS
OTTAWA-CARLETON SPORTS COMMISSION

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee recommend Council
approve a grant request in the amount of $15,000  to carry out a study examining the
feasibility of establishing an Ottawa-Carleton Sports Commission in conjunction with
Ottawa Tourism and Convention Authority, with the funds to be provided from the
Provision for Unforeseen.

PURPOSE

This report presents a project grant request (Annex A) in the amount of $25,000 for the purpose
of carrying out a study to examine the feasibility of establishing an Ottawa-Carleton Sports
Commission.

The application is made by the Ottawa Tourism and Convention Authority.

BACKGROUND

The purpose of the grant is to complete a study examining the feasibility of establishing an
Ottawa-Carleton Sports Commission, under the auspices of Ottawa Tourism and Convention
Authority.  The Commission’s mandate would be to attract international, national and regional
sports events to the region, as well as related sports activities including those in the adventure
travel market, thereby contributing to local economic development.
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As outlined in the RMOC Grant Request attached at Annex A, the action plan includes various
activities, including researching the current regional sports resource base with the aim to compile
a directory, a competitive analysis of other cities which have won the right to host major events,
establishment of an inventory of potential sports and adventure tourism events that could come to
the Ottawa-Carleton Region, among others.

Under the assumption that the project is feasible, recommendations would include a mandate,
organizational structure, operational guidelines and funding requirements.

The timetable for the feasibility study component is expected to commence at the beginning of
October with a final report completed at the end of December.

PANEL DISCUSSION

In accordance with the grants outside budget guideline, the grant proposal was reviewed by the
Regional Clerk to determine initial eligibility and subsequently considered by a recommendation
panel made up of representatives from the Ottawa-Carleton Economic Development Corporation,
the Planning and Development Approvals Department, and the Chief Administrative Office.

The panel recognized the potential economic benefits of such a Commission, should the feasibility
study support its development.  The Ottawa-Carleton region needs to create a focal point for
leadership in this area.   The rationale to better assess, strengthen and market our Region’s sport
and adventure tourism resources in order to better service and expand on this growing sector, is
sound.  The proposed assembly of a sport resource base directory and potential market
inventory/contact list will by itself, prove useful in future marketing efforts.

The proposed investigation of a mandate, organizational structure and other aspects of such a
commission may require considerable liaison among multiple government jurisdictions involved in
sports in Ottawa-Carleton, as well as with the private sector.  However, the feasibility study could
be useful in highlighting jurisdictional issues.

CONCLUSIONS - RECOMMENDATION PANEL

The request to the Region is for $25,000 based on a total budget of  $30,000.  The Panel
recommends the provision of $15,000.  In light of the jurisdictional questions, the applicants
could approach the over levels of government and the private sector for the balance of the
funding.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

A public consultation process is not applicable for individual grant requests.

Approved by
Mary Jo Woollam

Attach. (1)
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FINANCE DEPARTMENT COMMENT

As of September 16, 1997, the uncommitted balance in the 1997 Provision for Unforeseen
account is $103,890.

Approved by
Kent Kirkpatrick
on behalf of the Finance Commissioner














