
REGION OF OTTAWA-CARLETON REPORT
RÉGION D’OTTAWA-CARLETON RAPPORT

Our File/N/Réf.
Your File/V/Réf.

DATE 13 March 2000

TO/DEST. Co-ordinator
Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee

FROM/EXP. Executive Director, Economic Affairs

SUBJECT/OBJET OTTAWA LIFE SCIENCES COUNCIL (OLSC)
REQUEST FOR GRANT

DEPARTMENTAL RECOMMENDATION

That the Corporate Services and Economic Development Committee recommend Council
approve a one-time grant of $95,000 to the Ottawa Life Sciences Council to support their
operations for the year 2000.

BACKGROUND

The Ottawa Life Sciences Council (OLSC) is one of four external agencies which receive operating
grants from the Region on an annual basis to support activities related to economic development in the
Region.

In 1999, Regional Council approved an amount of $147,000 for the OLSC and the same amount was
also approved for the year 2000.

The OLSC has recently advised that it is experiencing a severe cash flow situation and has formally
requested, copy attached, a one-time grant of $95,000 to support their operations for the balance of
2000.

DISCUSSION

The life sciences sector is one of seven clusters identified as part of the Plan for Economic Generators
project initiated by the Ottawa Partnership (TOP) to carry out a detailed examination of the region’s
economy and identify Ottawa’s current and future economic generators, the engines that power the
economy and create wealth in the community.



2

Although still quite small in the Ottawa region, this cluster has very significant growth potential and will
continue to need on-going support and attention to realize its full potential.  The recent announcement by
the Province of Ontario on the creation of the Ontario Government’s Biotechnology Commercialization
Fund, also confirms the Province’s interest in this sector.

Proposals for the development of an Ottawa Biotechnology Incubation Centre and of an Ottawa
Biotechnology Institute have been developed by the OLSC and submitted for funding to the Province.
The Region supports these initiatives and believes that their implementation would provide key elements
in the local economy to contribute to the accelerated growth of this cluster.

Discussions have been held with the OLSC concerning their cash flow situation and it has been agreed
that the OLSC needs to be much more focused in its approach.  Currently, the OLSC is involved in the
marketing and development of the Ottawa Life Sciences Technology Park and because of some recent
serious interest in erecting a second building in the park, has been quite involved in efforts surrounding
the building.  Discussions have been held between the Region, the City of Ottawa and the Executive
Director of the OLSC to address the situation, with the result that the City of Ottawa, effective
immediately, will take the leadership role for all land and building development related issues in the Park.

Also, as part of the terms of reference for the Plan for Economic Generators, the consultant will review
the mandate of the various agencies involved in economic development, including the OLSC, and based
on best practices and their experience in this field, will recommend to TOP an approach to best utilize
these agencies in the future.

Based on the fact that the life sciences sector is one of seven engines that power our local economy, and
based on the growth potential and recent activity shown in that cluster, and given the review of
mandates currently underway for external agencies, the Economic Affairs Office believes that it is
appropriate to support the continued operations of the OLSC for the balance of 2000.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT COMMENT

The funding of a one time operating grant in the amount of $95,000 to the Ottawa Life Sciences Council
was not included in the 2000 Budget as adopted by Council on December 22, 1999.  Should the
Committee wish to recommend that Council approve the grant, uncommitted funds are available in the
Region Wide Capital Reserve Fund.  The uncommitted balance in this Fund as of December 31, 1999,
is approximately $2.8 million.  This balance does not reflect the 1999 year end operating results of the
Region Wide Operating Fund.

Approved by
Réjean Chartrand










