
5.    OUR VISION FOR THE NEW CITY OF OTTAWA

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS AS AMENDED

THAT Regional Council endorse “Our Vision for the New City of Ottawa” developed
by many of the Region’s community partners and calls on the Ottawa Transition Board
to adopt this vision statement to help guide it’s work; and,

FURTHER THAT this motion, and the vision, be forwarded to the Transition Board
for it’s action; and

FURTHER THAT this motion, and the vision, be also forwarded to The Ottawa
Partnership (TOP) to be incorporated in TOP’s work; and,

FURTHER THAT this item be placed on the agenda of the first meeting of the new
Council of the City of Ottawa.

DOCUMENTATION

1. A/Committee Co-ordinator report dated 16 May 00 is immediately attached.

2. Extract of Draft Minute, Community Services Committee meeting of 1 June 00, follows
the report and includes a record of all votes.
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DATE 16 May 2000

TO/DEST. Chair and Members, Community Services Committee

FROM/EXP. A/Committee Co-ordinator

SUBJECT/OBJET VISION FOR THE NEW CITY OF OTTAWA

REPORT RECOMMENDATION

For Committee discussion.

BACKGROUND

At the request of Councillor Wendy Byrne, the above-noted item has been placed on the agenda for
Committee discussion.  Background information is attached.

Approved by
Stephani Roy





Extract of Draft Minute
Community Services Committee
1 June 2000

6. OUR VISION FOR THE NEW CITY OF OTTAWA

Ms. Christina Marchant, representing the Family Service Centre, presented a vision statement for the
new City of Ottawa that reflects the welfare of all members of Ottawa-Carleton.  She noted that a
number of non-profit community based groups came together to develop the vision, to reflect a concern
about those disadvantaged members of society, in order to ensure that the new city is built on strong
social values as well as strong economic values.  She noted that the groups are tentatively scheduled to
present the vision to the Transition Board on 12 June 2000, and would like Committee and Regional
Council to endorse the vision.

Ms. Marlene Cherun, representing Jewish Family Services, thanked Committee for always being
sensitive the needs of the disadvantaged in the community.  She expressed concern for the recent trend
in society that only recognizes the value of those members of society who contribute financially.  She
noted that it is incumbent on elected officials to be a voice for the disadvantaged and to not abandon
them.

Ms. Lynn Sherwood, representing the Child Poverty Action Group, made reference to the recent report
on Child Poverty that indicated that 23% of children in the community are living in poverty.  She noted
that society should not value only those people who contribute financially.  She added that this type of
value leads to a dehumanizing and devaluing of society, and expressed concern that these types of issues
are not being presented to the Transition Board.

Councillor W. Byrne read a motion into the record endorsing the vision for the new City of Ottawa.

Councillor M. McGoldrick-Larsen stated that the issue is a timely one, and that she has a Bell South
Nepean Advisory Committee which is working on a similar document to present to the Transition Board
on 26 June 2000.  She suggested that there would be more impact if these items were presented
together, adding that many residents in Ottawa-Carleton have a concern about the impact amalgamation
will have on services for people.  She added that it is important to maintain the quality of life in this
community, and expressed support for the motion.

Councillor D. Holmes noted that it may be more effective for the new Council of the City of Ottawa to
endorse the vision rather to send it to the Transition Board.  She added that this type of visioning should
be incorporated into Official Plan policies for the City.

Councillor Byrne accepted the amendment as friendly that the vision should go forward to the first
meeting of the new Council for endorsement.



Extract of Draft Minute
Community Services Committee
1 June 2000

Councillor A. Loney stated that he believes that presentation at the first meeting of the new Council is
too late and that Councillors running in the election should be asked to support the statement and come
out in support of a vision that represents more than the economic and high technology sectors of society.

Councillor C. Doucet, noted that the The Ottawa Partnership (TOP) recently presented a vision
statement for the growth industry, which recognized three sectors: economic growth, the environment
and social equity.  He suggested that when this motion is presented to the new Council it should be
expanded to include a green plan and social vision for the entire Region.

Chair Munter suggested that the motion could be forwarded to TOP for endorsement.  Councillor
Byrne accepted this suggestion as a friendly amendment.

Councillor Byrne noted that a vision statement is necessary for the new City, in order to ensure that
values that represent a livable community for all are represented.  She concurred with Councillor
Loney’s suggestion that the vision be distributed to candidates in the election asking for their response
and support of the vision, as the issue should be placed high on the agenda.

Councillor H. Kreling noted that the high technology and corporate sectors of the community have been
supportive and influential in supporting visions that support social equity and the environment, and
endorsement by these groups would garner the recognition of the Transition Board in a more effective
manner than a motion passed by Regional Council.

Councillor Kreling suggested that local community groups contact corporate sponsors for their support
of the vision.

Chair Munter noted that the business community has recognized that one of the great advantages of
being in an area like Ottawa is that social and environmental issues are held in as high regard as
economic issues, which provides a high quality of life for all.  He added that in many areas that have
experienced strong growth, like Silicon Valley, without concern for other issues, a myriad of social and
environmental problems have arisen.



Extract of Draft Minute
Community Services Committee
1 June 2000

Moved by Councillor W. Byrne

THAT Regional Council endorse “Our Vision for the New City of Ottawa” developed
by many of the Region’s community partners and calls on the Ottawa Transition Board
to adopt this vision statement to help guide it’s work; and,

FURTHER THAT this motion, and the vision, be forwarded to the Transition Board
for it’s action; and

FURTHER THAT this motion, and the vision, be also forwarded to The Ottawa
Partnership (TOP) to be incorporated in TOP’s work; and,

FURTHER THAT this item be placed on the agenda of the first meeting of the new
Council of the City of Ottawa.

CARRIED as amended


