
1. REPORT ON PEOPLE’S HEARINGS ON POVERTY, MARCH 1998

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS, AS AMENDED

That Council approve:

1. That a Task Force on Poverty be created in order to deal with
implementing the recommendations from the People’s Hearings on
Poverty;

2. That membership on the Task Force include representation from
RMOC departments and agencies including Social Services, Health,
Planning and Development, OC Transpo and the Ottawa Economic
Development Corporation, as well as up to 10 community
representatives including the Alliance to End Homelessness, and;

3. That the Social Services Department co-ordinate this Task Force.

DOCUMENTATION

1. A/Co-ordinator, Community Services Committee report dated 31 March
1998 is immediately attached.

2. Extract of Draft Minute, Community Services Committee, 16 April 1998
immediately follows the report and includes a record of all votes.
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Our File/N/Réf.
Your File/V/Réf.

DATE 31 March 1998

TO/DEST. Community Services Committee

FROM/EXP. A/Co-ordinator,
Community Services Committee

SUBJECT/OBJET REPORT ON PEOPLE'S HEARINGS ON POVERTY,
MARCH 1998

REPORT RECOMMENDATION

For Committee discussion.

BACKGROUND

At its meeting of 25 March 1998, Regional Council approved the following Motion:

RESOLVED THAT Regional Council express its thanks to the organisers and
participants of the People’s Hearings for their work and for communicating their
findings to Council; and

FURTHER THAT the recommendations of the People’s Hearings be referred to the
Community Services Committee of Council for its consideration of measures needed
to fight poverty in our community.

Attached are the Recommendations from the report by the Organising Committee,“People
First/Les gens d’abord,” distributed at the 25 March 1998 Council meeting.  Copies of the full
report are available from the Committee Co-ordinator on request.

Approved by
Jennifer Bionda

Attach. (1)



















REPORT ON PEOPLE'S HEARINGS ON POVERTY, MARCH 1998
- A/Co-ordinator, Community Services Committee report dated 31 March 1998

Public Delegations

Joanne Steven, Louise Delisle & Cliff Gazee

Ms. Steven began by thanking the members of Committee and staff their support
on 25 March 98 and for the work done and to be done in the future.  She stated
that a monitoring group was being established to follow the  progress of the
People’s Hearings’ recommendations through the channels of regional
government, and will be reporting back regularly to communities throughout
Ottawa-Carleton.  People struggling with poverty need reassurance and proof that
their stories have not be told in vain.

Ms. Steven pointed out that although the recommendations in the report appear as
discreet categories, the recommendations are very much interconnected and linked
together.  She made reference to the last recommendation; to set up a Task Force
on Poverty, and opined that this could provide the mechanism for all the
recommendations to be implemented for the benefit of everyone in the community,
not just those struggling with poverty.

Mr. Gazee stated that the report’s recommendations were drawn up in
consideration of  the mandate of regional government.  He cautioned that the
recommendations were not exhaustive, and encouraged the Committee to read
through the testimony and come up with creative solutions in addition to those
identified by the Organizing Committee.  He reiterated that creative solutions and
collaboration between the Region and community interest groups was needed to
reduce the misery and costs to society.  Mr. Gazee acknowledged that some
recommendations need to be addressed by other levels of government and
encouraged Council to work with  the Organizing Committee to ensure this
happens.

Questions

Councillor Holmes asked the presenters if they thought a Motion for the
recommendations to be forwarded to the appropriate RMOC departments and a
Task Force be established, to be coordinated by the Social Services Department
and include representatives from the appropriate departments, would be
appropriate.

Ms. Steven stressed that the Organizing Committee is most concerned that people
from the community and people living in poverty are involved in the Task Force.
Mr. Gazee opined that he is in favour of establishing a Task Force but stressed it
was important to move beyond studying the problem, and begin identifying



solutions.  He stated he did not want the Region’s response to end with the
establishment of the Task Force.

Councillor Loney stated that a transit study is currently underway, which deals
with the some of the issues identified in the report, and he encouraged
participation in the study through public forums.  He anticipated that the outcomes
of the study will result in substantial changes to transit in Ottawa-Carleton.

In response to an inquiry by Councillor Doucet, Ms. Steven responded that the
monitoring committee, comprised of the Organizing Committee and participants in
the Hearings, will stay in touch with various Standing Committees to see the
passage of recommendations through the process.  They hope to work with
Council to further develop the recommendations.

Committee Discussion

A Motion was put forward by Councillor Holmes that the recommendations from
the People’s Hearings on Poverty be directed to the appropriate departments (i.e.
Social Services, Health, OC Transpo, Planning & Development and OCEDCO),
for their response.  A second Motion was moved that a Task Force on Poverty be
created  to include representatives of RMOC departments including Social
Services, Health, OC Transpo, Planning & Development and OCEDCO, and that
the Task Force include 10 community representatives including the Alliance to End
Homelessness and, that the Social Services Department co-ordinate the Task
Force.

Councillor Doucet stated his support for the first Motion.  He opined that action is
needed versus further studies of poverty.  He suggested (monetary) assistance to
the Organizing Committee to ensure that their recommendations are implemented.
Ms. Steven responded that the intent was to work with Council, in a spirit of
solidarity.  She believed that working jointly with the RMOC departments was in
the spirit of the People’s Hearings.  Ms. Steven expressed concerned that Task
Force would not just focus on homelessness but rather on the broad issue of
poverty.  Councillor Holmes stated it would be up to the Social Services
Department to ensure broad representation on the Task Force.

Speaking to her Motions, Councillor Holmes opined that it was essential to have
the RMOC departments on the Task Force.  She stated it was a good working
team to have both the bureaucracy involved and the community representatives
who have the front line, grassroot’s experience of how people are being negatively
affected.  Councillor Byrne concurred that it was important to have  a combined
group.  The involvement of the RMOC representatives will facilitate the process.



Councillor Loney stated his support of the Motions, and suggested that the
recommendations be looked at in terms of how they can implemented within the
context of ongoing operations of the relevant departments.

Councillor Doucet suggested a friendly amendment to the Motion to focus on
implementing the recommendations rather than further study of the situation.

Moved by D. Holmes

1. That a Task Force on Poverty be created in order to deal with
implementing the recommendations from the People’s Hearings on
Poverty;

2. That membership on the Task Force include representation from
RMOC departments and agencies including Social Services, Health,
Planning and Development, OC Transpo and the Ottawa Economic
Development Corporation, as well as up to 10 community
representatives including the Alliance to End Homelessness, and;

3. That the Social Services Department co-ordinate this Task Force.

CARRIED


