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Dear Mr. Levy: R % K:r

himbk vou Tor your letter of July 14, 2009 10 Deputy Beggs with regard to wind turbine health &
effects. | have been asked 1o respond on her behall —

The Ministry of the Environment {MOFE) is commitied 1o ensuring that renewable enerey generatio
facilities are sited and operated in o manner that 1s protective ol human health and the enviromnent,
Our poals are 1o provide eertainty with respect to provincial standards and to ensure transparency
and public review as projects proceed.

[t is proposed that wind wrbines would not be permitied less than 330 metres from the nearest
dwelling and thas minimum neise setback would mercase with the number and loudness of the
turhings. | his sethack 1s consistent with the existing MOE Noise Guidelines for Wind Farms
(October 2008) and the neise level limit ol 40 dBA at the point ol receplion, taking into account
comservative assumptions, such as a clustered wind farm design. There would also be ongoing
requirements (0 monitor and address any perceptible infrasound (vibration) or low [requency noise
as a condition of the Renewable Energy Approval.

Belore adopting the 40 dBA Linnt for wind wrbines, Cintarie conducted a jurisdictional review — and
Ontario remaing a leading jurisdiction with fairlv conservarive standards. Onrtario is the only
jurisdiction, W our knowledge, that is selting 2 provineiza! standard [or minimum wind turbine
sethacks on land from residences. Some jurisdictions use 35 dBA but many have limits at 45 dBA
or higher. The World Health Crganization (WHOH recommends 30 dBA or less ol continuous
noise. The Mintstry ol the Enpvironmoent's lmit o 40 dBA applics at the outside ol a house or other
Paint of Reeeption. Depending on the type of structure and the walls and insulation, there are sound
transmission losses of about 13-20 dBA which would make Ontario’s 40 dB limil comparable 1 an
indoor limit ol 25 JBA.



The Ministry of the Environment will alse establish and fund an academic research Chair in
rengwable energy technologies and health. As part of the Chair's work, she/he will conduet
literature reviews on the current scientific understanding ol renewable encrpy health effects and best
praciices lor siting renewahle energy projects to ensure human health is protected.

Thank you Tor bringing your concemnms o our attention.
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